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Claims 

[d] l.A method for transporting plastic pellets comprising 
moving plastic pellets through a conduit from an inlet to 
an outlet wherein the conduit has an inner surface with 
sufficient topography to cause the plastic pellets to tum- 
ble. 

[c2] 2.The method of Claim 1 wherein the topography com- 
prises a groove, thread, protuberance, indentation, or 
combination of two or more of the foregoing. 

[c3] 3.The method of Claim 2 wherein the groove, thread, 
protuberance, indentation, or combination of two or 
more of the foregoing is arranged in a spiral geometry. 

[c4] 4.The method of Claim 2 wherein the groove, thread, 
protuberance, indentation, or combination of two or 
more of the foregoing is randomly arranged. 

[c5] 5.The method of Claim 2 wherein the groove, thread, 
protuberance, indentation, or combination of two or 
more of the foregoing is arranged in a non-spiral or- 
dered fashion. 

[c6] 6.The method of Claim 2 wherein the groove and/or in- 



dentation has a width that is about 10 to about 50 per- 
cent of the longest average linear dimension of the plas- 
tic pellets. 

[c7] 7.The method of Claim 2 wherein the thread and/or pro- 
tuberance has a height that is about 10 to about 50 per- 
cent of the longest average linear dimension of the plas- 
tic pellets. 

[c8] 8.The method of Claim 1 wherein the transported pellets 
comprise less than or equal to about 0.5 weight percent 
skins and strings based on the total weight of the trans- 
ported pellets. 

[c9] 9.The method of Claim 1 wherein the conduit comprises 
a metal. 

[do] lO.The method of Claim 1 wherein the conduit is rigid. 

[cH] ll.The method of Claim 1 wherein the conduit is flexi- 
ble. 

[d2] i2.The method of Claim 1 wherein the plastic pellets 
comprise poly(arylene ether), polyamide, polyimide, 
polystyrene, polycarbonate and combinations of two or 
more of the foregoing resin. 

[d3] l3.The method of Claim 1 wherein the conduit is main- 
tained at a temperature of about 100 to about 170°C. 



[d4] l4.The method of Claim 1 wherein the conduit is main- 
tained at a temperature less than or equal to about 50°C 
below the glass transition temperature of the plastic pel- 
let. 

[d5] 15.A method for transporting plastic pellets comprises: 
moving pellets comprising poly(arylene ether) and 
polyamide through a conduit from an inlet to an outlet, 
wherein the conduit has an inner surface comprising a 
groove, thread, protuberance, indentation or combina- 
tion of two or more of the foregoing and the transported 
pellets contain less than or equal to about 0.5 weight 
percent skins and strings, based on the total weight of 
the transported pellets. 



